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with provisions; but without any men, on account of the
bad reports which had reached Panamei of those countries.
Pizarro found himself thus with very few followers, poor, and
without hopes of any assistance.  After having discussed with
them as to what should be done, they at last all agreed to
run along shore to see if they could find a good country ;
and having sailed about five hundred miles, they landed in
Chira, a province of Peru.    They seized some native sheep;
and also several young Indians, so that they might teach them
the Spanish language.    They then returned to Tumbes, on
account of the report they had from the inhabitants, of the
great riches of that nation; but there not being a single
Spaniard who had the courage to land, on account of the
great multitude of Indians along the shore, Pietro, a native
of the island of Candia, determined to venture; so, with a
two-handed sword, he went on shore, and not without great
admiration on the part of the Indians, seeing such a man
with a beard.    He was much caressed by the chieftain.   He
entered the fortress, in which there was a temple dedicated
to the sun, so richly adorned that he was greatly astonished,
and almost thought it was a dream.    At the gate he saw
some animals like lions (pumas], and two tigers (jaguars),
which shewed him no ill will.    Then, when the chief wished
to give him some golden jewels, he dissembled, giving them
to understand that he did not seek for such things;  but,
returning to the ship, he detailed  all.     Pizarro, greatly
delighted at having found so rich a country, immediately
put his ship about and returned to Panama^;  there he re-
lated to his friends the great fertility of the country, to whom
it belonged, and the riches of Tumbes.    In consequence of
this good news, they could scarcely contain themselves;
wherefore Almagro and Fernando de Luque proposed to
send Francisco Pizarro to Spain, to ask for the conquest of
Tumbes from the emperor : and being devoid of money, in
consequence of having employed all  their means in the